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Disenfranchisement, no privacy and inadequate medical care. Those who have managed to flee persecution, war, or a

l ife that was unliveable for other reasons in their countries of origin, here are then forced to l ive in such circumstances. But

the demand for better l iving conditions knows no borders, and it is legitimate. Therefore we call for a protest ral ly to demand

an end to this situation in the administrative district of Unna:

k No vouchers
A number of refugees receive vouchers instead of cash. I f someone cannot col lect the vouchers from the social
welfare office on the respective day of the week, because she / he is i l l for example, she / he wil l be left with nothing
for days. I t is discriminatory to be forced to shop with vouchers, and because of the l imited shopping alternatives, it is
actual ly impossible to shop economical ly. And this with benefits under the Act on Benefits for Asylum Seekers
(Asylbewerberleistungsgesetz), which are even lower than the Hartz IV (unemployment benefit I I ) rate!

k Work permits for all
Even refugees who have been here for years and have found employment by themselves are denied work permits.
Instead they are required to confirm with a signature that they wil l not look for “i l l icit work.” They don’t want to be
dependent on vouchers, benefits under the Act on Benefits for Asylum Seekers or the l ike anymore, they want to have
the possibi l ity to l ive here and work l ike everyone else!

k Rented housing for all
In Kamen refugees must spend years, sometimes decades, in the refugee home. As they have to share a room with
others they have had no privacy for years. Visitors must have left the premises by 1 0:00pm at the latest. Other local
authorities offer other options: In the city of Leverkusen, for example, refugees can start to look for rented
accommodation immediately. As a result Leverkusen has also been able to save tens of thousands of Euros as this
form of accommodation has been cheaper. This shows once again that accommodating refugees in camps only
serves the purposes of exclusion and isolation.

k Improvement of medical care
Health insurance certificates (Krankenscheine) are only issued by the social welfare office after a doctor’s appointment
has been made – acute i l lnesses have obviously not been taken into account. In other locations health insurance
certificates are issued in advance every quarter! I f a visit to a special ist is required a referral is not enough: The person
concerned is first sent to the local health office. As a result treatment wil l be delayed for weeks, if it is authorised at al l .
Especial ly for famil ies with children who have health problems this is unacceptable!

k Issuance of “Duldungen” for longer periods
Although many of the refugees have already been here for years they are often only “tolerated”. In order to have the
“tolerance” (Duldung) – a kind of identity document indicating the status – extended the refugees living in the homes in
the district have to travel to the foreigners’ office in Unna, sometimes even every two weeks. This practice is meant to
harass the refugees, it is time-consuming and expensive, and one cannot pay for public transport with vouchers.

k An end to the harassment by the social welfare and foreigners’ offices
We demand an end to the suspicions, the arrogant attitude and insufficient information!

Even though the Act on Benefits for Asylum Seekers is the legal basis for a variety of discriminatory l iving conditions against

which refugees have campaigned in several locations, the local authorities in North Rhine-Westphalia are given ample room

for interpretation. Under the Act on Benefits for Asylum Seekers, however, asylum seekers have to l ive on even less than the

Hartz IV (unemployment benefit I I ) rate which is already barely enough to l ive on. In July last year the State Social Court of

North Rhine-Westphalia came to the conclusion that the granting of benefits under the Act on Benefits for Asylum Seekers is

unconstitutional as the benefits are “evidently insufficient” to “guarantee a subsistence level in l ine with human dignity.“ The

law wil l be up for debate in the Federal Parl iament in the coming months. For this reason on 22/03/2011 there will be a
Germany-wide day of action against the Act on Benefits for Asylum Seekers. This law must be abolished. Therefore we
also call on those in political office to take a public stand for the abolition.

Inhabitants of the Kamen refugee home, Transnationales Aktionsbündnis, DIE LINKE Kamen-Bergkamen-Bönen,
Antifa UNited, Soziales Zentrum Bochum
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Rally against
Exclusion and Discrimination

Further information on the day of action on 22/03/2011 at: http: //kampagne-abolish. info/
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